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Art. XT! — Nntr on a Wafcr-hcrtle foiind m Sea-irater 

By L'haui.ks Citir.TOx. M.A.. D.Sc, F.L.S.. Prolessor of 
l>iolo'^\' ;ii CiUiU'i'ljurN' C'o11'^<_m'. 

In Januarv, lOOrj. \\\\\\{'. ^carrliiriLj in tin' rock-pools nt Inland 
Bav. Wellington, t'nr marint^ rniirniils, T foinul a water-beetle 
swiiiitniii^ frrelv anioti^ \\u' -^(M.wee(l in (Hir of the ])Ools. 
Onlv the niu' ^[i<N-inirn \\<i,s s*.'en, i.)iK it scfinu'd <[uire at liorne, 
and uas lutlt ivnn^ jinst as it niiL^lit iiavo done in fresh ware)' 
As its oceui'ieina" ni sail wati-r uiipn.i red ratnc)- unusual, 
the specii nen was tr)r\v;i rdcfl to I)r Pavi*! Sliarp. of Cam- 
hridfit;, I'aij^dand, 

lltj iuforniN wv \\v\x\ it i^ I'tliainKs piilverosus, Stephtjns, 
a species alr»';)d\ U'ikavu from Nmv /''rdaii>l and elstnvhere. 
an-i that, ;is n is -omr'timr^ found in hrackish hiti.hes and 
streams nfii,r rh^ ^lm, tiifie rs ;i T>r< iha'idii y tliat it inul i;fen 
pissivf'ly (:a.rii<-(i oui in sfn hy .i flotvl . -.r, thf sam^ rime 
lie points out ih:o \][,< i hstriiai:ion of this ;uid ot s(^mo cithrr 
spta-i*'^ can onh he t-xphuned i)y sup[)o>mj^ th;!.t th(.'\- ;no 
eapahlo or livuii; in the ocran (or a lime, aiul. if a stdtnljle 
ohjfM-t pO'^cni^ it^tdf to t^ivo- them a ^tartm.L^-pomt. (.>f takiti^ 
tresji (h^hts from tm"n> to tniH'. 

'riiea-e is a snjall stream at Island Piay wlu'-h opeiih into 
the se.L not v*-y\ lar trom the |)la,(■^^ ^sheic tht- hooilH was 
t:aptnred. <ind it is (piite hk''I\' that it m;Ly iiaN'r hecn earned 
mto the sea freun iho strnani durim: a tlood , hui cvrn if it w su 
the hL-etlo mu>r hf e.Lpahlf ;: hvm^^ toi >omr tme' in actual 
sea-water, for the pool in whudi it wj.-> laken was freely 
exposed to tiie nitio\\ i»I ihc \\;r\'e^ ar ,rli u'na's ^-xcpt ai oea^l 
low tale, and the stream wa^ iii ^uch ,i 'iisraiiee anrl tlie 
volume of watei in it -o \er\ jnc(;nsiderar.le tlial it e-ijuld 
make nt> appi-e<'aa idt^ eft'ct on the -.alimtx of the water in riu' 
rock -pools. 

Darwin m Ids " Voya^^e ot ilie ' I3ea;_de ' " rt^^oros the 
finding of sevei'aJ li\e water-heetles swimmm'_; in tla^ ocr^an 
sexamieeii miles from land, oh < 'aoe Corrientes, ;Lnd eon-id»'rs 
that tliev liao i;eeii lloLit^'d mto tne set trom a small -.fj'eiLiu 
wdiieh drains a lake n^-ar the eape, lie nl^n i^'cords ihe- liml- 
iiif^' ol a ■->peeies of ! Li<i roj^hil lis in a lagoon near Rio -Janeiro in 
wiiich til'- wa.tta- was (jidy a litth' less .-^aJt than ni the sccL. 

1 have ttioii;4ht it worth wiiile t^.^ record the. aUov.' facts, foi- 
exceptional oecui riuice.-^ of tins kmd are often of speeial 
valu-' m the explaiiatiem of dilVictdt kpjestions that ma\ ;o-i>e 
in connection with ^eo^^rapliical distrihuiiou. 
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